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FIGHT FOR JUSTICE 

IN BHOPAL!

25 Things You Can Do

1) HOST A FILM OR VIDEO SCREENING 
A dozen short documentaries and at least one full-length feature film about the Bhopal disaster (Bhopal Express) are available. Show them on your campus, and follow up the screening with a discussion about what people can do. Then get involved! Check out www.studentsforbhopal.org/MediaResources.htm to see what’s available.
2) PASS A RESOLUTION THROUGH YOUR STUDENT OR CITY GOV’T 
Draft a resolution (examples are available at www.studentsforbhopal.org/resources.htm) calling on your university to refuse Dow funding and dump Dow investments, or ask your city to express support for Bhopal’s victims. Invite student reps or city council members to attend movies and events about Bhopal. Present the resolution with a supporting petition from the student body, faculty, and community organizations. 
3) JOIN THE GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST CORPORATE CRIME 
On December 3rd, the 20th anniversary of the Bhopal disaster, people from around the world will be participating in protests and direct actions targeting corporate criminals and corporate crime. Although many actions will target Dow Chemical, hundreds will not: actions are being organized against Nike, Coca-Cola, and other corporate criminals here in the US and around the world. Find out more at www.bhopal.net/gda and register to join the action by emailing globalaction@studentsforbhopal.org. 
4) HOST THE BHOPAL PHOTO EXHIBIT 
"We are not Flowers, We are Flames!", a powerful exhibition of photographs by Raghu Rai and Maude Dorr, is touring the United States and available for exhibition on your campus. Thumbnails of the 23-piece exhibit, as well as comments from those who have seen it and other details, are available at www.studentsforbhopal.org/MediaResources.htm. 
5) CONFRONT DOW BOARD MEMBERS 
If a Dow Board member lives nearby or has close ties with your university, they should be told—repeatedly and creatively—that Dow needs to take responsibility for Bhopal. See if you can arrange a private meeting with them, or present them with a list of demands, a sample of Bhopal water, or a photo of a Bhopal victim. Hold a candlelight vigil or a protest outside their house if they refuse to meet with you, and invite the media. For examples, see www.studentsforbhopal.org/days_of_action.htm. 
6) PLAN A “RUN FOR YOUR LIFE!!” RACE
Organize a short race to dramatize and re-create the disaster. Begin with a gas “leak” (perhaps outside a Dow building) and urge the runners dash for safety. Dress up as the Grim Reaper, catch people as they flee, and give them death certificates at the end. Award the “survivors” (the winners) with “metals” symbolizing the continuing mercury and lead contamination that burdens the people of Bhopal. See www.umich.edu/~bhopal/umtargetu.htm for ideas, and invite the media! 
7) ASK YOUR PROFESSORS TO SIGN THE NATIONAL FACULTY PETITION 
Ask your professors to consider signing the Faculty Petition for Justice in Bhopal, available online at www.petitiononline.com/dirtydow/petition.html. Several hundred or thousand faculty signatures on this petition would be a powerful statement and would place intense pressure on Dow to accept its responsibilities in Bhopal. 
8) PUT DOW ON TRIAL 
Hold a tribunal and review the evidence. Invite law students, the mock trial group, and Dow representatives to participate. Stage it on your college green and make it open to the public. Take testimony, render a verdict, and notify Dow—and the media—of your decision. 
9) DESIGN A BHOPAL MEMORIAL 
The memorial could resemble the Vietnam Memorial (with a list of names) or it could be more symbolic (like a dry ice “gas leak” surrounded by a swathe of body outlines in chalk, a pile of body bags, or a funeral procession).
10) PROTEST DOW’S RECRUITMENT 
Organize students that will publicly refuse to give their resumes to Dow. Pretend to be a Dow recruiter, offering students jobs in exchange for their consciences. Flier or protest at career fairs. 
11) PERFORM BHOPAL, A PLAY BY RAHUL VARMA 
Bhopal, first performed at the Teesri Duniya Theatre in Montreal in November 2001, “tells the story of how complex forces struggled to bury the truth, expose it, or shape it to the needs of self-interest, and how an unspeakable disaster ended all speculation. Ultimately, though, it is about—and for—those without means or influence, whose voices are seldom heard and yet who are made to pay the cost.” 
12) PROTEST AT A DOW FACILITY 
A complete list of Dow’s facilities nationwide, including their locations, can be found at www.dow.com/facilities/namerica/index.htm. Organize a vigil outside, rope off the fenceline with “Crime Scene: Do Not Cross” caution tape (available from Students for Bhopal), draw chalk outlines in the street outside, or attempt to meet with the plant manager as a delegation to express your concerns about Dow's continuing inaction in Bhopal.
13) COORDINATE AN ANNIVERSARY VIGIL OR COMMEMORATION 
Pick a time and location that works for many people – like 7:00 pm at a community center or town hall. Put together a program that includes music, speakers and something participatory, like candle-lighting. 
14) HOST A SPEAKER, TEACH-IN, PANEL DISCUSSION OR DEBATE 
Invite a speaker from the Bhopal campaign to come and discuss the disaster, its aftermath, and the ongoing struggle for justice. Then invite your friends, classmates, professors, and members of the University administration to attend or participate. The Bhopal speaker’s bureau is available at www.studentsforbhopal.org/MediaResources.htm. 
15) SUMMON THE “DOW GRIM REAPER” 
Dress up as the Dow Grim Reaper (see www.studentsforbhopal.org/HalloweenBrown.htm) and “collect” the members of your student body. We even have the costume available on request! Sample “death slips” to hand out are also available on the website. It’s a fun way to spread the word about Bhopal—and let everyone know who’s responsible. 
16) PRESENT DOW WITH AN “AWARD”
Give Dow an “award” for its infamous legacy in Bhopal. The award can be as fancy as a plaque (ordered online for as little as $40) or as easy as a paper certificate. Or, present a Pinocchio nose (Students for Bhopal can send you one) to congratulate Dow on their lie-ability. Give the award to a Dow representative, a recipient of Dow funding, or the Dow Grim Reaper, on hand to represent the company and accept the award. Don’t forget to invite the media! Then send the actual award and photos of the ceremony to the Dow HQ in Michigan. 
17) URGE YOUR REP TO SIGN THE CONGRESSIONAL LETTER TO DOW 
The letter, signed by 18 members of Congress, names Dow as a “party to the ongoing human rights and environmental abuses in Bhopal.” The disaster in Bhopal “continues,” the letter states, “and is likely to worsen if Dow Chemical does not step forward to fulfill its responsibilities.” Urge your congressperson to stand up for corporate accountability by signing on as well. A copy of the letter can be found at: www.studentsforbhopal.org/Congress.Letter.pdf. 
18) DELIVER BLOODY HANDPRINTS
Build a toxic waste drum out of chicken wire and paper mache (if you can’t find a real one), paint it white (red for Dow’s symbol) and then plant it in a major thoroughfare. As people pass through, you can ask them to leave their bloody handprints in red fingerpaint. Then take photos to send to Dow or even send the real thing. Or deliver it to a key member of your college with a demand for action. The same can also be done with a large cloth banner.
19) RENAME CAMPUS ‘DOW’ BUILDINGS
If there’s a Dow building on your campus, rename it! Invite the media to your ceremony and tell them that Dow’s money isn’t welcome at your school so long as they neglect their responsibilities in Bhopal.
20) HOST WEEKLY BHOPAL READINGS 
Host a regular reading session about the Bhopal disaster and campaign, perhaps at a local coffee shop, and invite the public. Reading suggestions and survivor testimonials are available on the www.studentsforbhopal.org website. 
21) CALL OR FAX THE INDIAN EMBASSY
Ask for the Ambassador or a senior official, and tell them to press for the extradition of former Union Carbide CEO Warren Anderson and to include Dow as an accused in the criminal case in Bhopal. Contact the embassy at Tel: 202-939-9806; Fax: 202-797-4693. 

22) ORGANIZE A POETRY/ART CONTEST 
Design a poetry or art competition around the Bhopal theme, and award prizes donated by area businesses. Host a recitation/ exhibition for the public or send the winning entries to Dow.
23) HAND OUT “BHOPAL WATER”
Concoct a nasty brew of foul-tasting ingredients and hand it out on a silver platter. Dress up as a waiter and approach people on your college green. Invite them to try the “Bhopal water” but insist that they sign a liability waiver (available on the website) in case of injury or death. Educate yourself beforehand about the toxins found in actual Bhopal water.      

24) PLAN A CONCERT, DINNER, RAFFLE, OR PARTY FUNDRAISER 

Raise awareness and money for your activities while facilitating group bonding. Ask co-ops or local businesses to donate the supplies, food or prizes.
25) EDUCATE & INSPIRE OTHERS

Write an article about Bhopal for the anniversary, ask the paper to do a story on your group’s activities, or submit an op-ed column with a local angle (sample articles are available on the Students for Bhopal website). Or set up an interview for yourself or a member of the campaign on campus radio. Inspire other activists around the country by letting us know what your group is up to! Send updates to: updates@studentsforbhopal.org.
Questions and requests for materials can be sent to Ryan at rbodanyi@studentsforbhopal.org
