Researching Dow’s Connections

With Your University

www.studentsforbhopal.org 

Dow is a $30 billion corporation, and is closely associated with hundreds of colleges and universities across the country. Your college may be one of them, and if so, you have the opportunity to hold Dow to an ethical standard that it may not want to meet. If your university is invested in Dow, you can urge it to dump Dow’s stock, and if your college accepts Dow funding, your college can refuse further donations until Dow agrees to fund rehabilitation work in Bhopal.  

What To Look For:

Dow funding: Dow funds buildings, renovations, endowed professorships, programs, science centers, scholarships, research, lecture series, conferences, and makes at-large grants to universities and individual departments. Dow also participates in advisory boards that may help oversee such things as faculty hiring, student recruitment, curriculum content, and graduate research programs. Funding may come directly from the Dow Corporation, or may be channeled through the Dow Foundation. Dow typically funds engineering departments, business schools, and public health departments, but it may also fund environmental departments, risk assessment research, or technical training programs. 

University Investments: Nearly every college and university invests in corporate stock, either through its university endowment, its pension fund, or otherwise. However you’ll have a much easier time determining what these investments are if you attend a public university. Private colleges are not required to disclose their investments to the public, and may prove unwilling to do so. The most effective way to find out your university’s investments is to submit a FOIA request to your university. Bear in mind that your college may not manage its own portfolio, but may have decided to invest in mutual or index funds instead.   

Administrative Quotes: When accepting Dow’s funding or announcing the establishment of a Dow chair, prominent college administrators will often announce that the contribution only furthers the intimate relationship that the college and the company already share. Such quotes are worth their weight in gold if you can find them, as they can demonstrate how closely related your college and Dow really are. You’ll most often find them featured in university press releases, which may be available on the web. If not, check your university’s News and Information Bureau.

Where To Look:

Web Search: Internet research is an invaluable tool, and you may find that it’s a quicker and more effective source of information than anything else (with the exception of university investments, which are rarely catalogued on the web). It’s likely that you will find dozens, if not hundreds of university webpages that catalogue Dow’s associations with your college or university in detail. If Dow sponsors an event, the company will often be thanked on the event’s webpage. Your university or a college department will probably also thank Dow for its at-large contributions in either a presidential report or a fiscal review. If Dow made a special donation to fund a building project or an endowed professorship, there may be a university press release available on the web that highlights the contribution. 

Although it may seem like dreary work, it’s often very effective to scroll through university websites looking for connections. Most colleges and universities have a ‘search’ option that allows you to find matching pages on the university web. Sometimes the search box is even on the university homepage; if not, a link should appear. Try typing in “Dow Chemical”; ‘“Dow Chemical” AND contribution’ (or donation or grant); and ‘“Dow Chemical” AND Foundation.’ See what comes up and scroll through the pages!

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA): The Freedom of Information Act allows anyone to obtain public documentation, so long as the information requested doesn’t fall within certain exclusions (such as national security). If your college or university is a public institution, then it is subject to the Freedom of Information Act or a local variant. You may request information regarding university investments and Dow funding, and your college is legally required to respond. However you may be charged a copying fee, and it’s usually wise to request in your FOIA submission that you be contacted if the copying charges exceed a certain amount. Contact your University Counsel’s Office or a university librarian to find out the office to which you should submit your FOIA requests. Bear in mind that although a FOIA response is required within 10 business days, it may take up to a month to receive the information you’re looking for. Unfortunately, private institutions are not subject to FOIA laws, and you may find it impossible to FOIA information about private college investments or donations made to public college foundations, which are private.

The University Library: You may find that your university library is a valuable source of information. Explain to your librarian the sort of information that you’re looking for and ask for their suggestions and advice.
How To Use Your Research:

Once you’ve completed your research, you’ll probably find that it’s useful to compile everything into a one- or two-page factsheet. Be sure to cite your sources and organize associations into categories (for an example, visit www.umich.edu/~bhopal/uofmanddow.html). This factsheet can then be passed out at your events, publicized with your college newspaper, or presented to your university with petition signatures calling on the university to take action. Whatever it is that you decide to do, the information that you gather may prove to be a valuable justification and useful tool for the Bhopal organizing that you do on your campus.

To find out more, contact Ryan Bodanyi, the campus organizer for the Bhopal campaign, at rbodanyi@studentsforbhopal.org or visit the Students for Bhopal website at www.studentsforbhopal.org. 

