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NATIONWIDE PROTESTS DEMAND THAT THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT SAY YES TO A CLEANUP IN BHOPAL 
 
Today, June 15th, 2004, non-resident Indians, students and other supporters gathered outside the Indian embassy in Washington, DC, and the four Indian consulates around the nation to demand that the Indian Government allow Union Carbide to cleanup its abandoned factory site in Bhopal, if ordered by a US Court. Many of the protestors, organized by the International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal (ICJB) and the Association for India’s Development (AID), also pledged to join a global relay hunger strike if the government continues to delay action.
 
The world’s worst industrial disaster devastated the Indian city of Bhopal in the state of Madhya Pradesh nearly 20 years ago, in 1984. Nearly 500,000 people were exposed to the deadly gases released from the Union Carbide factory there; of those, 20,000 have died thus far and a further 120,000 have suffered lifelong and debilitating illnesses. Toxic wastes abandoned by Union Carbide remain strewn in and around the factory site, and continue to poison the people of Bhopal still today. These wastes have contaminated the groundwater serving more than 20,000 people and will spread further, if left unchecked.
 
In a landmark ruling March 17, the Second Circuit Court of Appeals in New York, USA, ruled (Sajida Bano et al v. Union Carbide Corporation and Warren Anderson) that Union Carbide can be ordered by the District Court to clean up its abandoned factory site, but only if the Indian government or the State of Madhya Pradesh seeks to intervene in this action or otherwise urges the Court to order such relief. The New York District Court, which is currently hearing the case, has given the Government of India until June 30, 2004, to submit a letter stating that it has no objection to a cleanup by Union Carbide, if ordered by the court. The final decision rests with Mr. Ram Vilas Paswan, the Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers.
 
”We urge Mr. Paswan to make this his top priority, as action is extremely urgent,” said Nishant Jain, a member of AID-Austin and one of the protestors. “The cleanup of the site and the ground water will cost $500-$700 million dollars and should be paid by the polluter, not by Indian taxpayers. This will also set a powerful precedent in the chemical industry that a multinational company shall be liable for its misdeeds elsewhere.”
 
A week-long petition drive spearheaded by ICJB has already sent hundreds of emails, faxes and phone calls to the Indian Consulate in New York and to Mr. Ram Vilas Paswan to indicate the global support and extreme urgency of the matter. In New Delhi, several Bhopal gas survivors and supporters have pledged to begin an indefinite hunger strike without water if a positive decision from the Indian Government is not forthcoming by the 17th of June. They will be supported by hundreds of supporters from around the globe in the form of a relay hunger strike; nearly one hundred have already registered to join the strike online at www.petitiononline.com/June30/. Today’s protests took place in Washington, DC; New York; San Francisco; Houston; and Chicago. 
 
”So far the campaign has been encouraged by the positive signs from the government, and we hope that a hunger strike will not be necessary for a cause that should make sense to the government anyway,” said Ryan Bodanyi, an organizer with the International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal. “There is no conceivable reason why the Indian government would wish to delay action. This is a simple request from the court, and the people of Bhopal have suffered from this contamination for 20 years. They’ve waited long enough for justice.”
 
Additional Information:
Students for Bhopal: www.studentsforbhopal.org 
Association for India’s Development: www.aidindia.org 
International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal: www.bhopal.net
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