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After 21 years, why is Bhopal still an issue?


Because 10-15 people still die every month from toxic exposure related illnesses. Almost 1, 20,000 - 1, 50,000 people continue to suffer from long term effects of MIC and other poisonous gas exposure.  DOW Chemical Company which now owns Union Carbide has refused to divulge the composition of MIC hence halting medical research.


But didn't Carbide pay compensation?�What was supposed to be a $3 billion settlement was reduced to $470 million dollars in an out of court closed settlement negotiated between the Government of India and the company without involving the survivors. This amounted to approximately $1170 for death and $520 for lifelong injury for those who actually got any. 95% of the victims have received a minimum of Rs.25000. Too little for 20 years of suffering. 


Did the compensation cover the current contamination issue? �No. At the time of the settlement people were unaware of the degree of contamination due to leakage of toxic effluents into the groundwater system. Over 20,000 people are forced to drink water laced with alarmingly high levels of mercury amongst other chemicals. 
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Why should Dow clean up the factory site? Isn't it the government's job? �Under the original land lease agreement, Carbide was supposed to clean up the factory site before giving it back to the Government. It violated that agreement by abandoning the factory site after the disaster with thousands of tons of toxic waste lying around. Since Dow has inherited both Carbide's assets & liabilities asking the government to clean up, is essentially asking the taxpayers to bear the burden of corporate irresponsibility. After all, “Polluter Pays” is a law in India.


What is the current status of lawsuits in India and the United States?�There are criminal charges pending against Mr. Warren Anderson, the then CEO of Union Carbide and the Indian officials. While the Indian officials appeared in court, Warren Anderson is a fugitive from law. There is also a civil case filed by survivors against Union Carbide in a NY sessions court challenging the environmental standards of the factory.
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BHOPAL- CLOUDS OF INJUSTICE: 


21 YEARS 


&


COUNTING �
�
On December 2nd & 3rd 1984, 27 tonnes of highly poisonous gas called Methyl Iso Cyanate [MIC] starts leaking from the Union Carbide Chemical factory in Bhopal.


Exposure to MIC causes difficulty in breathing, pulmonary edema, bronchitis, kidney and liver problems, bronchial pneumonia, blindness etc.


The people of Bhopal were unaware of the precautionary measures to be taken in the event of a leak.


7000 people die in Bhopal within the first three days of the disaster. 15248 have died since.


120,000 people have experienced chronic debilitating illness due to the exposure to MIC.�
�



“We were sleeping peacefully that night. I got up to find the children vomiting all over” says one survivor


"After I got exposed, for two years I was so breathless I could not do any work."  recounts another survivor of the tragedy





“I knew that the water in blue moon colony was poisoned, it tasted very bad the first time I drank a sip. It was terrible but I had to drink it for four or five months. Then I started falling sick, vomiting and stomach ache and dizziness.” recalls yet another survivor





21 YEARS LATER, THE DISASTER STILL LIVES….
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Six Demands to the Government of India





1. National Commission on Bhopal: Set up a National Commission on Bhopal to address health and economic needs of the impacted community. �2. Provide Safe Drinking Water: Commit full funds to provide clean Kolar water to those drinking poisoned water. �3. Prosecute Union Carbide and Anderson: Set up a Special Prosecution Cell to pursue Bhopal’s outstanding fugitives. �4. Make Dow Clean Up and Pay: Properly assess the contamination and require Dow to clean it up. �5. Blacklist Dow and Union Carbide: Stop Government purchase of Dow products and Dow's expansion in India until Dow faces its liabilities. �6. Remember Bhopal: Do not undertake any activities to memorialize the disaster without full survivor support and participation; declare the anniversary a national holiday.





WAKE UP WORLD!!


BHOPALIS NEED YOU…. NOW!!!


TAKE ACTION





SHOW YOUR SUPPORT BY SIGNING THE BANNER AVAILABLE WITH THE VOLUNTEERS





For Detailed updates on the march: � HYPERLINK "www.bhopal.net/march" ��www.bhopal.net/march�


For other actions to support the march, visit


� HYPERLINK "www.studentsforbhopal.org/MarchToDelhi.htm%23Action" ��www.studentsforbhopal.org/MarchToDelhi.htm#Action�



































  















































Why are the survivors of the tragedy marching to Delhi now?


For some of their basic needs like clean drinking water, the State and Central Government have played hide and seek with survivors. The survivors are seeking the Prime Minister's personal intervention in ensuring "justice and a life of dignity for the people poisoned by Union Carbide and its current owner Dow Chemical". Walking between 25 and 35 kilometers every day, the Padyatris will depend on villagers and townspeople for food and shelter. They will exhibit posters, screen films and address public meetings along the way to create awareness about industrial pollution, corporate accountability and other issues of the Bhopal campaign. 
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What can you do to help?


Call the Indian Consulate at San Francisco (415 668-0998) and urge the Government to improve the lives of the Bhopalis.


Let your friends, colleagues, relatives know about the tragedy and encourage them to call as well.


The Sambhavna Trust is a charitable trust run by a group of eight eminent doctors, scientists, writers and social workers who have been involved with various aspects of the Union Carbide disaster ever since its occurrence in December 1984. For the last twenty years, Sambhavana has been the only beacon of hope for the Bhopalis in terms of medical support. Support the Sambhavana Clinic .Visit   � HYPERLINK "http://www.bhopal.org/sambhavnaclinic.html" ��http://www.bhopal.org/sambhavnaclinic.html�.


Further Readings:


International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal : � HYPERLINK "http://www.bhopal.net" ��www.bhopal.net�


Students for Bhopal : � HYPERLINK "http://www.studentsforbhopal.org" ��www.studentsforbhopal.org�


Clouds of Injustice: Amnesty International’s Report on Bhopal


       � HYPERLINK "http://web.amnesty.org/pages/ec-bhopal-eng" ��http://web.amnesty.org/pages/ec-bhopal-eng�























