Join the Fight for Justice in Bhopal

www.studentsforbhopal.org 

Polite People Get Poisoned;

Angry People Get Organized

If we can’t hold corporations accountable for the worst industrial disaster in human history, when can we hold them accountable? More than 20,000 people are dead as a result of the 1984 chemical gas leak in Bhopal, India; 120,000 more were maimed. The site of the accident, which has never been cleaned up, continues to poison the wellwater of tens of thousands of Bhopalis. Although the residents of Bhopal continue to suffer chemical health effects, Dow Chemical, the company now liable for the accident, has steadfastly refused to clean up the site or provide safe drinking water to those who need it. 

You can help:
Join the Bhopal Campaign! A diverse array of Corporate Accountability, Environmental Justice, Humanitarian, South Asian, and Labor organizations have already joined the campaign, and you can too! Dow is closely linked to dozens of colleges and universities around the country, and spends tens of millions of dollars annually on university research and programs. Dow is probably a significant sponsor in your university, but even if not, it’s still vulnerable to your activism. Dow has been under increasing pressure from activists, corporate watchdog groups, and even its own investors to account for its tremendous environmental liabilities in Bhopal and elsewhere. Add to the pressure by taking on a few of the campaigns below. 

-------------------------
Divestment campaigns: Given Dow’s huge outstanding liabilities in Bhopal, the company is simply not a good investment. When its other liabilities (Agent Orange; Dursban; DBCP; vinyl chloride contamination in Plaquemine, La; and dioxin contamination in Midland, MI) are factored in, it becomes a terrible investment. More importantly, it’s fair to ask whether your University can ethically invest in a corporation that refuses to remediate the impacts of its own pollution, to the detriment of thousands of lives. Find out if your university is invested in Dow, and if so, tell it to dump Dow’s stock. Plenty of resources about socially-responsible investing campaigns are available at www.sriendowment.org, and many of them are useful in advocating against an investment in a particular company (like Dow) as well. Some useful research tips can be found at www.campusdemocracy.org/research.html. 

Donor campaigns: Dow donates millions of dollars annually to colleges and universities around the country—while steadfastly refusing to spend a single cent to clean up its contamination in Bhopal. Find out whether your university accepts funding from Dow; if so, tell your university not to accept Dow’s money until it gets its priorities straight. The University of Arizona’s “Policy on Corporate Relations” may prove useful as an example in your talks with the administration; find it at http://w3.arizona.edu/~policy/corp-rel.shtml. 

Board campaigns: Dow’s Board of Directors is its primary decision-making body, and Dow Board members should be held to account for their indifference to the suffering of Bhopal. If a Dow Board member lives nearby or has close ties with your university, they should be told—repeatedly and creatively—to consider resigning unless Dow takes responsibility.
Resolution campaigns: The survivors of the Bhopal disaster have been fighting for justice for over eighteen years; the least we can do is declare our solidarity with their struggle. Encourage your student government or city council to pass a resolution demanding that Dow accept its responsibilities in Bhopal and declaring December 3rd, the 20th anniversary of the Bhopal disaster, as the International Day of Action Against Corporate Crime. Draft resolutions can be found at www.studentsforbhopal.org/resources.htm. 

Recruitment campaigns: Like any major company, Dow depends upon a constant stream of new university graduates. The graduates themselves can work elsewhere—and may, once they know about Dow’s callous disregard for the people of Bhopal. Tell prospective recruits about Dow’s poor environmental record, and collect the resumes of those who refuse to work for Dow. Then send them to the company.
Faculty Campaigns: Ask your professors to consider signing the Faculty Petition for Justice in Bhopal, which calls on Dow to face criminal trial in India (it has been absconding from charges of culpable homicide for over a decade); provide long-term healthcare for the victims; fund a clean-up of the abandoned site; and sponsor income-generating opportunities for those too sick to continue in their previous occupation. Several hundred or thousand faculty signatures on this petition would be a powerful statement and would place intense pressure on Dow to accept its responsibilities in Bhopal. The petition is available online at www.petitiononline.com/dirtydow/petition.html.

Statement campaigns: If your university regularly accepts Dow funding or has in the past, it has an opportunity to hold Dow to an ethical standard that the company may not want to reach. Even if your university has never accepted Dow funding, it can still call on the company to behave responsibly. Tell your college or university to write a public letter to Dow, insisting that it fulfill its moral and legal obligations in Bhopal. 
Congressional campaigns: Eighteen members of Congress recently sent a strongly-worded letter to Dow (available at: www.studentsforbhopal.org/Congress.Letter.pdf), demanding that the company accept its moral and legal responsibilities in Bhopal. Find out whether your representative has signed the letter and, if not, urge them—repeatedly and creatively—to consider doing so. Additional sign-ons will place intense pressure on the company, as it raises the spectre of congressional hearings and subpoenas. 
Government of India campaigns: Unfortunately, the Indian Government has been less than enthusiastic in its support for justice in Bhopal. Desperate for foreign investment, government ministers have been reluctant to champion the rights of Bhopal’s citizens, but they can be persuaded. Call, fax, or visit the nearest Indian consulate or embassy and tell the government to distribute the remainder of the compensation money and to add Dow Chemical to the criminal case. 
Education campaigns: Most Americans know nothing about Bhopal, and most students were toddlers at the time of the accident. When people learn about what happened in Bhopal, they become outraged, and determined to do what they can for the Bhopal campaign. Show a film, hold a vigil, display a photo exhibit or invite a speaker--plenty of resources are available. Simply visit www.studentsforbhopal.org/MediaResources.htm. 

Fundraising campaigns: Money is always a nice thing to have, especially when you’re battling a $30 billion company. Funding is needed to support the international campaign, the civil trial against Dow, the Sambhavna clinic in Bhopal, and essential development work for gas-affected communities. Host a benefit concert, a silent auction, or a community drive to support the struggle for justice in Bhopal.
