
Petition concerning DOW Chemicals from IITM Students and Faculty
10 October 2007

Dear Prof Ananth,

It is a matter of grave concern to us that Mis Dow Chemicals is on this year's

list of companies invited for campus placements. Not only does it have one

of the worst environmental records, but also one of the most controversial

histories in the corporate sector today. Dow Chemicals has been ousted from

many universities in the USA after not being able to provide the student

body at each institution with satisfactory answers to critical questions raised

at the company's presentations on their campuses. It is common knowledge

that the company is trying to simply erase a criminal chapter in its history

while seeking to re-establish its presence in India.

On behalf of the student and faculty community of the institute, we the

undersigned urge you to:

a) remove Dow Chemicals from the list of companies invited for campus

placements this year;

b) explore possibilities to make the process of preparing a list of companies

more transparent, e.g.:

(i) involve all student and faculty members of the placement

committee while deciding upon the companies to be invited for

campus recruitment (we have come to know from placement

committee members that they too have no prior information about

such critical issues);

(ii) allow a one to two week debate within the campus community on

a provisional list of companies prior to its finalisation.
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