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IN BHOPAL

The Bhopal Disaster

The 1984 gas leak in Bhopal, India, known as the “Hiroshima of the chemical industry,” remains the worst industrial disaster in human history. 

On the night of Dec. 2nd and 3rd, more than 27 tons of methyl isocyanate and other deadly gases were released from Union Carbide’s pesticide factory in Bhopal. The plant’s safety systems were poorly designed, and on the night of the disaster all six of them were either malfunctioning or under repair. Thus, the gas was allowed to spread throughout many of the crowded, working-class neighborhoods of Bhopal. 

Approximately half a million people were exposed to the gas and at least 20,000 have died till date as a result of their exposure. Among the 150,000 estimated to be suffering serious long-term health effects as a result of their exposure, at least 50,000 are too sick to work for a living. Recent studies have established health effects among children born to gas-affected people, confirming fears of trans-generational effects of the poison gases.

Thousands of tons of toxic wastes abandoned by Union Carbide in and around their Bhopal factory continue to contaminate the environment and leach poisons and cancer-causing chemicals into the groundwater sources supplying a community of 20,000 people. 

In 2001, Michigan-based chemical corporation Dow Chemical purchased Union Carbide, thereby acquiring its assets and liabilities. However Dow Chemical has steadfastly refused to clean up the site, provide safe drinking water, compensate the victims, or disclose information about the health effects of the leaked gases, which doctors could use to properly treat the victims.  
What Is ICJB?

The International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal (ICJB) is a coalition of all the public interest organizations and individuals that have joined forces to campaign for justice for the survivors of the Bhopal disaster. The mission and objectives of ICJB are grounded by the presence of key members from Bhopal including a trade union of gas-affected women stationary workers.
Members of the ICJB jointly and separately campaign to secure health and justice for the survivors of the 1984 Union Carbide gas disaster and those affected since by water supplies poisoned by toxic chemicals left behind by Union Carbide.
Union Carbide is now a wholly owned subsidiary of Dow Chemical, therefore much of our campaign efforts are directed at Dow.
We also work to put pressure on the governments of India and the state of Madhya Pradesh to bring those responsible to trial, to ensure the clean-up of the contaminated factory and to appropriately distribute compensation funds meant for the survivors.

Two Bhopal-based organizations, Bhopal Gas Peedit Mahila Staitonery Karmachari Sangh [BGPMSKS] and the Bhopal Group for Information and Action are the convenors and co-convenors of ICJB.

To find out how you can donate in the US, UK, or India, visit: www.studentsforbhopal.org/donations.htm.

ICJB’s Demands

The Dow Chemical Company must:

1) Face trial: Ensure that Union Carbide ceases to abscond from the Chief Judicial Magistrate’s court in Bhopal and that authorized representatives of Dow-Union Carbide face trial in Bhopal.

2) Provide long term health care: Assume responsibility for the continuing and long term health consequences among the exposed persons and their children. This includes medical care, health monitoring and necessary research studies. The company must provide all their information on the health consequences of the leaked gases.

3) Clean up the poison: Clean up toxic wastes and contaminated groundwater in and around the Union Carbide factory site. Provide safe drinking water to the community, and just compensation for those who have been injured or made ill by this contamination. 

4) Provide economic and social support: Dow must provide income opportunities to victims who can not pursue their usual trade as a result of exposure induced illnesses and income support to families rendered destitute due to death or incapacitation of the breadwinner of the family.  

The Indian Government must:

1) Take immediate steps to extradite Warren Anderson; pursue the pending criminal case against Union Carbide by impleading its owner, Dow Chemical, and attaching Dow’s assets in India; and support the class-action lawsuit filed against Union Carbide in the US by survivors organizations.

2) Arrange distribution of the balance of compensation fund among the survivors.

3) Take immediate steps to ensure the publication of the results of the 24 research studies carried out by the Indian Council of Medical Research on the health effects of exposure to Carbide's gases.

4) Scientifically assess and claim damages from Union Carbide-Dow Chemical for the contamination of groundwater and soil in and around the factory.

5) Set up a National Commission on Bhopal with the participation of survivors and their sympathizers for long term health monitoring, research, care and rehabilitation of the survivors of the disaster.

How to Join

If your organization supports ICJB’s demands and believes in the following principles (and has no association with the Dow Chemical Company or its subsidiaries), you can become a member of the Coalition: 

1. The ‘Polluter Pays’ Principle—the idea that those responsible for polluting the environment and endangering our health should also be held responsible for cleaning up that pollution and preserving our health. 

2. The “Right to Know”—people should have easy access to information about potential or current threats to the quality of the environment and their lives.

3. International Liability—CEOs and Corporations should not be allowed to abscond from legal proceedings levied against them in other nations.

4. Environmental Justice—poor, indigenous and people of color communities should not be targeted with polluting facilities, dangerous technologies and other threats to their health and community.

Membership does not entail any specific responsibilities: any contribution that your organization makes to the campaign for justice in Bhopal is completely voluntary. The ICJB can help you determine a level of involvement that’s suitable for your organization. 

If your organization is interested in joining the Coalition, please contact the following ICJB Coordinators:

US, Canada, Central and South America: 

Diana Ruiz, <dianaruiz@panna.org>

Ryan Bodanyi, <rbodanyi@umich.edu>

UK, Europe and Africa: 

Tim Edwards, <tim@lifecycle.demon.co.uk> 

In India, the Middle East, South East Asia, China, Japan and Australasia: 

Rachna Dhingra, <rachna@umich.edu> 

