High School Students and Bhopal:

20 Things YOU Can Do for the International Campaign
www.studentsforbhopal.org 

1) JOIN THE GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST CORPORATE CRIME
On December 3rd, the 19th anniversary of the Bhopal disaster, thousands of people from around the world will be participating in protests and direct actions targeting corporate criminals and corporate crime. Although many actions will target Dow Chemical, hundreds will not: actions are being organized against Taco Bell, Coca-Cola, Nike, and other corporate criminals here in the US and around the world. Register to join the Day of Action and find out more by emailing globalaction@studentsforbhopal.org.

2) PARTICIPATE IN DAYS OF ACTION OR PLAN OTHER CREATIVE ACTIONS
Visit www.studentsforbhopal.org to find out when the next Day of Action is scheduled, or subscribe to the Students for Bhopal listserve. If you don’t want to wait for a Day of Action, plan your own creative events to ridicule Dow about Bhopal. Be sure to inform the press of your event and take lots of pictures; anything that you post on the Students for Bhopal listserve will be posted on the website as well. Be sure to send any press coverage to Dow to make sure that they get the message. 

3) URGE YOUR CONGRESSPERSON TO SIGN THE CONGRESSIONAL LETTER TO DOW

Eighteen members of the U.S. Congress recently sent a strongly-worded letter to Dow (available at www.studentsforbhopal.org/Congress.Letter.pdf), demanding that the company accept its moral and legal responsibilities in Bhopal. Find out whether your representative has signed the letter and, if not, urge them—repeatedly and creatively—to consider doing so. Additional sign-ons will place intense pressure on the company, as it raises the spectre of congressional hearings and subpoenas.

4) CONFRONT DOW BOARD MEMBERS 

If a Dow Board member lives nearby (email rbodanyi@umich.edu to find out) they should be told—repeatedly and creatively—that Dow needs to take responsibility for Bhopal. See if you can arrange a private meeting with them, present them with a list of demands, a jhadoo (an Indian broom), or a photo of a Bhopal victim. Hold a candlelight vigil or a protest outside their house if they refuse to meet with you, and invite the media.

5) HOST A FILM OR VIDEO SCREENING
A number of documentaries and at least one full-length feature film (“Bhopal Express,” starring Kay Kay, Nethra Raghuraman, and Naseeruddin Shah) have been made about the Bhopal disaster. Show them at your high school, and follow up the screening with a discussion about the issue and what people can do. Then get people involved! Check out www.studentsforbhopal.org/MediaResources.htm for more information.

6) PASS A RESOLUTION 

The survivors of the Bhopal disaster have been fighting for justice for over eighteen years, and the least that we can do is declare our solidarity with their struggle. Encourage your student government or city council to pass a resolution demanding that Dow accept its responsibilities in Bhopal and declaring December 3rd, the 19th anniversary of the Bhopal disaster, as the International Day of Action Against Corporate Crime.
7) JOIN THE GLOBAL RELAY HUNGER STRIKE

Two survivors of the Bhopal disaster, Rashida Bi and Champa Devi, began the fast on the 1st of May and refused all nourishment for 12 days; they’d like to maintain the fast through December 3rd, the 19th anniversary of the Bhopal disaster. You can register to join the fast by visiting: www.bhopal.net/oldsite/hungerstrike2003.html.

8) COORDINATE AN ANNIVERSARY VIGIL OR COMMEMORATION

Pick a time and location that works for many people – like 7:00 pm at a local church or town hall. Put together a program that includes music, speakers and something participatory, like candle-lighting. December 3rd, 2003, is the 19th anniversary of the Bhopal disaster.

9) SPONSOR A “RUN FOR YOUR LIFE!!” RACE

Organize a short race to dramatize and re-create the disaster. Begin with a gas “leak” (perhaps outside a “Dow” building) and urge the runners dash for safety. Dress up as the Grim Reaper, catch people as they flee, and give them death certificates at the end. Award the “survivors” (the winners) with “metals” symbolizing the continuing mercury and lead contamination that burdens the people of Bhopal. Invite the media. See www.umich.edu/~bhopal/runphoto.htm for photographs from the University of Michigan.

10) PERFORM BHOPAL, A PLAY BY RAHUL VARMA

Bhopal, first performed at the Teesri Duniya Theatre in Montreal from Nov. 15 to Dec. 9, 2001, “tells the story of how complex forces struggled to bury the truth, expose it, or shape it to the needs of self-interest, and how an unspeakable disaster ended all speculation. Ultimately, though, it is about—and for—those without means or influence, whose voices are seldom heard and yet who are made to pay the cost.” An electronic script can be obtained without cost by emailing rbodanyi@umich.edu.
11) HAND OUT “BHOPAL WATER”

Concoct a nasty brew of foul-tasting ingredients and hand it out on a silver platter. Dress up as a waiter and approach people in the cafeteria or in the center of town. Invite them to try the “Bhopal water” but insist that they sign a liability waiver in case of injury or death. Educate yourself beforehand about the toxins found in actual Bhopal water, and have fun! Be sure to invite the media, take photographs, and inform Dow of your action.
12) CALL OR FAX THE INDIAN EMBASSY

Ask for the Ambassador or a senior official, and tell them to expedite the extradition of former Union Carbide CEO Warren Anderson and to include Dow as an accused in the criminal case in Bhopal. Indian Embassy at Tel: (202) 939 9806, Fax: (202) 797 4693.

13) SPREAD THE WORD

Encourage other activists and organizations to get involved by requesting to speak at their next meeting. Ask community, religious, political and other leaders to speak out about Bhopal at your events. Go door-to-door in your community and tell people why they should get involved. Practice your rap ahead of time, bring fliers, a sign-up sheet and pens – and have some fun!  

14) PUT DOW ON TRIAL

Hold a tribunal and review the evidence. Invite law students, the mock trial group, and Dow representatives to participate. Stage it on your college green and make it open to the public. Take testimony, render a verdict, and notify the media—and Dow—of your decision.

15) ORGANIZE A CALL-IN DAY

Pass-out Bhopal fliers with Dow’s phone number, 1-800-422-8193, or table next to a payphone. Hand or email people talking points and remind them to call!

16) POST “WANTED POSTERS” IN YOUR SCHOOL AND NEIGHBORHOOD

Use the posters to advertise events or just to raise awareness. You can get sample posters from www.studentsforbhopal.org or www.bhopal .net/campaigningresources/index.html. Be sure to photograph what you’ve done and send the developed photos to Dow.

17) HOST WEEKLY BHOPAL READINGS

Many people don’t know anything about Bhopal, and many would like to learn more. Fortunately, there’s plenty to learn! Host a regular reading session, perhaps at a local coffee shop, and invite the public. Visit www.studentsforbhopal.org/BhopalReadings.htm for reading suggestions, or visit www.studentsforbhopal.org/SurvivorTestimony.htm for the testimonies of the Bhopal victims.

18) PLAN A CONCERT, DINNER, RAFFLE, OR PARTY FUNDRAISER

Money is always a nice thing to have, especially when you’re battling a $30 billion company. Funding is needed to support the international campaign, the civil trial against Dow, the Sambhavna clinic in Bhopal, and essential development work for gas-affected communities. Host a benefit, a silent auction, or a community drive to support the struggle for justice in Bhopal. Ask co-ops or local businesses to donate the supplies, food or prizes.   
19) GIVE DOW AN “AWARD” FOR THEIR INFAMOUS LEGACY IN BHOPAL

Invite a Dow representative to your school to accept the award, march to a local Dow office for a presentation, or send it to the Dow headquarters in Midland. Be sure to alert the media! Plaques can be ordered online for less than $40: see www.awardsandplaquesonline.com. 
20) TEACH & INSPIRE OTHERS

Contact students & organizers in other parts of your state. Share your experience organizing about Bhopal and help them build a coalition in their community. Inspire other activists around the country by letting us know what your group is up to! Send updates to: updates@studentsforbhopal.org.
