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The Disaster
The 1984 chemical gas leak in Bhopal, India, is often referred to as the worst industrial disaster in human history. 

On the night of Dec. 2nd and 3rd, more than 40 tons of the deadly gas methyl isocyanate were released from Union Carbide’s pesticide factory in Bhopal. Union Carbide’s cost-cutting had ensured that none of the six safety systems designed to contain the leak were operational, allowing the gas to spread throughout the city of Bhopal. 

Approximately half a million people were exposed to the gas and 20,000 have died to date as a result of their exposure. More than 120,000 people continue to suffer from severe health ailments related to the accident and the contamination that Union Carbide left behind. This contamination—which includes  trichloroethene, 1,3,5 trichlorobenzene, dichloromethane, chloroform, lead, and mercury—has never been cleaned up and continues to poison over 20,000 residents of Bhopal. 
In 2001, Michigan-based chemical corporation Dow Chemical purchased Union Carbide, thereby acquiring its assets and liabilities. However Dow Chemical has steadfastly refused to clean up the site, provide safe drinking water, compensate the victims, or disclose the composition of the gas leak, information that doctors could use to properly treat the victims.
Corporate Accountability

If we can't hold corporations accountable for the worst industrial disaster in human history, when can we? Documents show that Union Carbide knowingly and deliberately exported "unproven" and "untested" technology to Bhopal, and cut costs by compromising on safety and maintenance systems. In May 1982, an American safety audit found a total of 61 hazards, 30 of them major and 11 in the dangerous phosgene/MIC units. It had warned of a “higher potential for a serious incident or more serious consequences if an accident should occur.” Though the report was available to senior U.S. officials of the company, nothing was done. On the night of the deadly MIC leak, none of the safety systems designed to prevent a leak--six in all--were operational, and the plant siren had been turned off. 
Globalization

Ask yourself: would a disaster of the same scale as Bhopal be allowed to happen in the developed world? The Bhopal disaster remains the worst industrial accident in human history, and it has maintained that dubious honor for eighteen years. Union Carbide abandoned the factory site and fled India in the wake of the disaster, and its CEO has refused to appear in India to face criminal charges stemming from the disaster. Dow executives and Board members have publicly insisted that the 'polluter pays' principle does not apply, that they have no responsibilities in Bhopal, and that they intend to do nothing there to stem the contamination or protect human health. Although the tragedy was a result of Union Carbide's cost cutting and double-standards, Dow- Carbide continues to insist that an unnamed ‘saboteur’ is to blame, and continues to refuse any responsibility for the accident.
The Campaign

Probably the longest-standing fight for justice by survivors of an industrial disaster waged against a transnational corporation, the Bhopal struggle epitomizes the worst abuses of globalization and the challenges involved in holding corporations accountable. To find out more or join the campaign, please email nity68@vsnl.com.

‘We will not let justice be buried.’








