**NEWS ADVISORY**

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN STUDENTS TO “RETURN” CONTAMINATED WATER TO DOW ON ANNIVERSARY OF BHOPAL DISASTER

WHO:          Members of the Association for India’s Development (AID), Environmental Action (EnAct), Environmental Justice, OurMedia, Justice for Bhopal, and other concerned University of Michigan students.  

WHAT:         A direct action in Midland, MI. 

Twenty-five students and supporters will deliver contaminated water from Bhopal to the homes of four Dow board members, including the CEO, as part of a nationwide “return-to-sender” action on the anniversary of the Bhopal disaster, the world’s worst-ever industrial tragedy. Other students will stand back quietly holding candles as a peaceful statement of their support for the survivors of Bhopal.

The timing of this event will be coordinated with events in sixteen nations across the globe, as a part of the Global Day of Action Against Corporate Crime.  In the US, this will be the most sweeping series of protests and actions that Dow has faced from students since the Vietnam War.

WHEN:        Wednesday, December 3rd, 2003, the 19th anniversary of the Bhopal disaster.  We expect to

arrive outside the home of Dow’s CEO at around 7pm.

WHERE:     We will visit the homes of each of the four Dow Board members in Midland, MI.  It would be best to meet outside the home of the CEO, who lives at 3612 White Pine Way, Midland, MI 48640. Please contact Nirali at 734 657 8688 for our most up-to-date location. 
WHY:           Today is the anniversary of the Bhopal disaster, the world’s worst industrial tragedy. Dow Chemical assumed all liability for the Bhopal disaster following its purchase of Union Carbide in 2001, yet the company has refused to clean up the chemicals that Carbide abandoned at the site, provide safe drinking water, or otherwise halt the ongoing contamination that tens of thousands of Bhopal residents are being exposed to. 

On December 3rd, 1984, a devastating chemical accident occurred at a Union Carbide plant in Bhopal, India. None of the plant’s safety systems were operational, allowing the gas to spread throughout the city. Roughly half a million people were exposed to the gas and 20,000 have died to date as a result of their exposure. More than 120,000 people still suffer from such ailments as blindness, extreme difficulty in breathing, and gynecological disorders. 

The Bhopal water sample was drawn from groundwater that supplies much of Bhopal—a city of 1.2 million. An estimated 20,000 people are drinking water that has been contaminated by Union Carbide’s abandoned chemicals, but in lieu of a clean-up, that contamination continues to spread. Testing by Greenpeace has revealed that the water being returned to Dow contains hazardous levels of deadly chemicals and heavy metals, including mercury, trichloroethene, chloroform, 1, 4-dichlorobenzene, tetrachloroethene and lead.

CONTACT: Nirali Boras, UM Justice for Bhopal


Nidhip Patel, AID 

nirali@umich.edu 




napatel@umich.edu 
(734) 657-8688




(734)657-2745


























Association for India’s Development


Austin, Ann Arbor & Bay Area, USA





Bhopal Action  Resource Center,


USA





Bhopal Gas Peedit Mahila Stationary Karmachari Sangh, India





Bhopal Group for  Information and Action, India





Bhopal Information Network, Japan





Center for Health & Environment, USA





Corpwatch, 


India





Essential Action,


USA





Ecology Centre of Michigan, USA





Environmental Health Fund, USA





Environmental Health Watch,


USA





Greenpeace


International





National Campaign for Justice in Bhopal


India





Pesticide Action Network North America, UK





The Other Media India





UK Campaign for Justice in Bhopal.





Justice for Bhopal, Ann Arbor, USA




















International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal








